Conditions and Regulations for the Equivalency of the “British
Secondary School Certificate”
Effective from the Academic Year 2025/2026

With reference to Article (1) of Ministerial Decision No. (11) of 2021, which sets forth the
conditions and regulations for the equivalency of the Year 12 certificate in private
schools following the British curriculum, please be informed of the following:

First: The conditions and regulations for the equivalency of the “British Secondary
School Certificate,” as stipulated in Article (1) of Ministerial Decision No. (11) of 2021,
shall continue to apply starting from the academic year 2025-2026 to all secondary
school students (Year 10, Year 11, and Year 12) enrolled in private schools that follow
the British curriculum.

Second: The British Secondary Certificate shall be recognized as equivalent according
to the following conditions and regulations:

1. The student must successfully complete twelve academic years to obtain this
certificate.

2. The student must study the subjects required for the British Secondary
Certificate according to one of the four options shown in the following table:
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3. Muslim students must study Islamic Education in accordance with the Qatari
curriculum and pass the subjectin Years 10, 11, and 12.

4. Arab students must study Arabic Language as a First Language through either
IGCSE and AS subjects, or in accordance with the Qatari curriculum, and must
pass the subject in Grades 10, 11, and 12.

5. Students are permitted to take the external (board) examinations according to
the approved examination sessions and within the dates set by the British
examination boards, based on the student’s preference and academic abilities.

6. Students are not allowed to take exams for AL / AS / IGCSE subjects at any
centre or school other than the one they are registered in.
Exceptions are made for elderly students and students who have completed
Grade 12, provided they obtain prior approval from the Student Information
Centre at the Evaluation Affairs Sector of the Ministry of Education and Higher
Education.

7. Grade 11 students are allowed to study one subject under BTEC Level 2
Certificate in the following specializations, which is considered equivalent to
two IGCSE subjects:

o IT
e Engineering
e Health and Social Care

8. Grade 12 students are allowed to study one subject under BTEC Level 3
Certificate in the following specializations, which is considered equivalent to
one AS Level subject:

o IT

e Engineering

e Health and Social Care
e Applied Science

Third: The equivalent percentage scales for assessing the grades of the British
Secondary Certificate subjects shall be approved according to Tables (1-4) below,




which include the grade descriptors and their corresponding percentage equivalents
adopted for the equivalency of the British Secondary Certificate.

Table (1): Grades for Ordinary Level subjects (IGCSE / O-Level):

IGCSE GRADES
LEVEL GRADE (LETTER) LEVEL GRADE (DIGIT) PERCENTAGE(%)

A* 9 100
8 98

A 7 95
6 88

B 85
5 80

C 4 75
D 65
3 63

E 55
F 2 50

Table (2): Grades for Advanced Subsidiary Level subjects (AS-Level)

AS- LEVEL GRADES
LEVEL GRADE PERCENTAGE(%)
A 100
B 85
C 75
D 65
E 55




Table (3): Grades for Advanced Level subjects (A-Level)

A-LEVEL GRADES
LEVEL GRADE PERCENTAGE(%)
A* 100
A 95
B 85
C 75
D 65
E 55

Table (4): Evaluation table for BTEC subjects
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BTEC LEVEL 3 BETC LEVEL 2

PASS | MERIT | DISTINCTION | DISTINCTION* | PASS | MERIT | DISTINCTION | DISTINCTION*

55 % 75 % 95 % %100 75% 85% 95 % %100

Fourth: Private schools following the British curriculum must strictly adhere to the
conditions and regulations for the equivalency of the British Secondary Certificate
as outlined above in sections (First, Second, and Third), and must ensure that students
and parents are fully informed of these requirements through all available means.

Schools must also obtain parents’ signatures acknowledging that they have been
informed of and understand the approved conditions and regulations for the
equivalency of the British Secondary Certificate, effective from the 2025/2026
academic year for all secondary school students (Grades 10, 11, and 12).



