
Equivalency rules (April 2025) 
 
 
These rules are currently applicable to all students who require equivalency by the Qatari authorities and 
are set by the Ministry of Education and Higher Education (Circular Number 11). 
 
 
Academic requirements / Passing grades: 
  

IGCSE Grade F / 2 or above 
AS Level Grade E or above 
A Level Grade E or above 

 
 
Promotion from Year 11 to Year 12: 
  

3 passes or less in Year 11 Fail and repeat Year 11 
4 to 6 passes in Year 11 Incomplete and move to Year 12 
7 passes or more in Year 11 Pass and move the Year 12 

 
 
Pathways to Equivalency: 
 
Students may follow one of four Ministry approved routes.  
 

Option 1 7 IGCSE passes 3 AS Level passes  
Option 2 5 IGCSE passes 4 AS Level passes  
Option 3 5 IGCSE passes 2 AS Level passes 1 A Level pass 
Option 4 7 IGCSE passes 1AS Level pass 1 A Level pass 

 
 
Additional Requirements: 
 
1. Arabic First Language (Please also see our Arabic Policy) 
 

• All students who have a Qatar ID (QID) linked to an Arabic passport must study Arabic as a First 
Language in Years 10, 11, and 12. 

 
• These students must take an internal Arabic exam each year. This exam follows the official 

requirements of the Ministry of Education and Higher Education (MoEHE). 
 

• Some students may also sit the Arabic First Language IGCSE in Year 11 and Arabic AS and/or A2 
Levels in Year 12. 

 
• Please note: The internal Arabic First Language exam meets the MoEHE requirement for Arabic 

First Language and replaces the need to sit the IGCSE. However, it does not count towards the 
total number of IGCSEs or AS Levels required for Equivalency. 

 



 
2. Islamic Studies 
 

• All Muslim students must study Islamic Studies in Years 10, 11, and 12. 
 

• They must take an internal Islamic Studies exam each year which follows MoEHE guidelines. 
 
 
Grade-to-percentage tables: 
 

I/GCSES 
Grade (letter Grade 

(number) 
Percentage 

A* 9 100 
 8 98 

A 7 95 
 6 88 

B  85 
 5 80 

C 4 75 
D  65 
 3 63 

E  55 
F 2 50 

 
 

BTEC 
BTEC L2 BTEC L3 Percentage 

 Pass 55 
Pass Merit 75 
Merit  85 

Distinction Distinction 95 
Distinction* Distinction* 100 

 

I/AS-LEVELS AND I/A-LEVELS 
I/AS-LEVEL I/A-LEVEL Percentage 

A A* 100 
 A 95 

B B 85 
C C 75 
D D 65 
E E 55 


